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1
DEFLECTOR STRUCTURE

BACKGROUND

Off-center vehicle crashes can occur when a corner of a
vehicle strikes another vehicle or object, such as a tree or a
utility pole. Off-center collisions present safety issues for a
vehicle’s occupants, because a vehicle’s front or rear-end
safety structures may not be positioned to absorb impact
energy to help protect the occupants. In fact, the other vehicle
orobject may miss a front or rear-end safety structure entirely.
The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (“IIHS”) has thus
introduced new testing methodologies to assess a vehicle’s
crashworthiness in off-center collisions. These include the
Small Overlap Frontal Crashworthiness Evaluation Crash
Test. Many of today’s vehicles are not able to achieve an ITHS
rating of “good” under this testing protocol without major,
structural design changes. One approach uses ultra-high
strength materials. Another increases the gages of materials
used to deflect energy. These approaches, however, increase a
vehicle’s cost and weight.

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side view of a vehicle frame that includes an
exemplary deflector member.

FIG. 2 is a top view of a vehicle frame that includes an
exemplary deflector member.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an exemplary deflector
member.

FIG. 4A is a perspective view of an exemplary deflector
member.

FIG. 4B is a side view of an exemplary deflector member.

FIG. 4C is a top view of an exemplary deflector member.

FIG. 4D is a front view of an exemplary deflector member.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a side view of a vehicle frame 10. Vehicle
frame 10 includes a chassis 12, which in turn includes a
sub-frame 14. The sub-frame 14 includes a plurality of rails
16 and a cross member 18 (shown in FIG. 2). In the example
of FIG. 1, a deflector member 20 is mounted to a first end 22
of chassis 12. The deflector member 20 may be comprised of
metal or similar material, and, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4,
can include a first wall 30, a second wall 32, and a plurality of
sidewalls 34. The sidewalls 34 are adjacent to each other and
extend between the first wall 30 and the second wall 32 (as
shown in FIGS. 4A-4D). Continuing with FIG. 1, a first
bumper 24 is attached to the vehicle frame 10 and is located
distally of the deflector member 20 relative to the vehicle
frame 10. The deflector member 20 is located at least partially
below the first bumper 24. That is, the deflector member 20 is
closer to a ground surface than the first bumper 24, and a top
of'the deflector member 20 is below a bottom side of the first
bumper 24. Further, by “partially” below, it is meant that a top
view, such as seenin F1G. 2, would show at least some overlap
between the bumper 24 and member 20.

FIG. 2 is a top view of the exemplary vehicle frame 10 of
FIG. 1. FIG. 2 illustrates an axis A that defines a centerline of
the vehicle frame 10, as well as respective centerlines of
elements thereof, including the chassis 12, the sub-frame 14,
and the cross-member 18. The first wall 30 of the deflector
member 20 is mounted to a first end 22 of the chassis 12, e.g.,
in a manner such as discussed below with respect to FIG. 3,
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with the deflector member 20 extending distally relative to the
vehicle frame 10, and terminating in the opposing second
wall 32.

The deflector member 20 is mounted a distance away from
the centerline A of the vehicle frame 10, as shown in FIG. 2.
In one example, the distance is a distance that is 25% of a
width of the vehicle frame 10, i.e., the deflector member 20 is
located 25% of the width of the vehicle frame 10 away from
the centerline A.

As also shown in FIG. 2, the chassis 12 includes the sub-
frame 14, the plurality of rails 16, and the cross member 18.
By mounting the deflector member 20 to the sub-frame 14
away from centerline A of the vehicle frame 10, energy from
an off-center collision is advantageously absorbed by the
deflector member 20 and transferred to the sub-frame 14,
including the rails 16 and the cross member 18.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the first bumper 24 is mounted to
a crush can 26, which is mounted to an endplate 28. The
endplate 28 is mounted to the first end 22 of the chassis 12 (not
shown in FIG. 3). The deflector member 20 is mounted to the
endplate 28. For example, the first wall 30 of the deflector
member 20 may be welded to the endplate 28, although it will
be appreciated that there are many other ways in which the
deflector member 20 can be mounted to the chassis 12 of
vehicle body 10, e.g., rivets, bolts, etc.

The sidewalls 34 of the deflector member 20 have a cross-
sectional shape between the first wall 30 and second wall 32
that is at least three-sided. Moreover, the second wall 32 may
have a larger surface area than the first wall 30 of the deflector
member 20. The increased surface area of the second wall 32
increases the likelihood that the deflector member 20 will be
engaged in the event of an off-center collision. Further, the
first wall 30 of the deflector member 20 may be arranged to
facilitate mounting to the endplate 28, or directly to the chas-
sis 12, including the sub-frame 14, one or more rails 16, and
the cross-member 18. The sidewalls 34 may also include a
plurality of ridges 36 that run between the first wall 30 and
second wall 32. The ridges 36, if included, can serve to
increase the rigidity of the deflector member 20 to further
enhance energy absorption from an off-center collision.

FIGS. 4A through 4D depictrespective views of the deflec-
tor member 20. FIG. 4A is a perspective view of the deflector
member 20. Here, too, the deflector member 20 is shown
mounted to the endplate 28, which is mounted to chassis 12.
As FIG. 4A shows, the exemplary deflector member 20
includes a first wall 30 and an opposing second wall 32, with
the sidewalls 34 extending between the first wall 30 and
second wall 32. As FIG. 4A further shows, the sidewalls 34
include a plurality of the ridges 36 running between the first
wall 30 and the second wall 32 to enhance energy absorption
by the deflector member 20.

FIG. 4B depicts a side view of the deflector member 20,
which includes the sidewalls 34. Also shown are the first wall
30 and the second wall 32. FIG. 4C, on the other hand, is a top
view of deflector member 20, while FIG. 4D is a front view of
deflector member 20, showing the second wall 32.

As used herein, the adverb “substantially” modifying an
adjective means that a shape or structure may deviate from an
exact described geometry because of imperfections in mate-
rials, machining, manufacturing, etc.

In the drawings, the same reference numbers indicate the
same elements. Further, some or all of these elements could
be changed. Accordingly, it is to be understood that the above
description is intended to be illustrative and not restrictive.
Many embodiments and applications other than the examples
provided would be apparent to those of skill in the art upon
reading the above description. The scope of the invention
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should be determined, not with reference to the above
description, but should instead be determined with reference
to the appended claims, along with the full scope of equiva-
lents to which such claims are entitled. It is anticipated and
intended that future developments will occur in the arts dis-
cussed herein, and that the disclosed systems and methods
will be incorporated into such future embodiments. In sum, it
should be understood that the invention is capable of modifi-
cation and variation and is limited only by the following
claims.

All terms used in the claims are intended to be given their
ordinary meaning as understood by those skilled in the art
unless an explicit indication to the contrary is made herein. In
particular, use of the singular articles such as “a,” “the,”
“said,” etc. should be read to recite one or more of the indi-
cated elements unless a claim recites an explicit limitation to
the contrary.

The invention claimed is:

1. A deflector member comprising:

opposing first and second walls;

aplurality of sidewalls arranged adjacent to each other and
between the first and second walls, the sidewalls having
a cross-sectional shape between the first and second
walls that is at least three-sided at least one of the side-
walls including a ridge extending between the first wall
and the second wall;

the deflector member being adapted to mount to an end-
plate at the first wall on a vehicle frame, the endplate
extending downwardly from a vehicle chassis such that
the deflector member, when mounted to the endplate,
extends forward from the endplate with respect to the
chassis and is beneath a vehicle bumper; and

the deflector member being further adapted to extend dis-
tally from the first wall to an exposed surface of the
second wall relative to the vehicle frame, and away from
a centerline of the vehicle frame below a crush can
mounted to the endplate.

2. The deflector member of claim 1, wherein the first wall
of'the deflector member is adapted to be mounted to a chassis
of the vehicle frame.

3. The deflector member of claim 1, wherein the first wall
of the deflector member is adapted to be mounted to a sub-
frame of the vehicle frame.

4. The deflector member of claim 1, wherein the first wall
of the deflector member is adapted to be mounted to a rail of
the vehicle frame.

5. The deflector member of claim 1, wherein the first wall
of the deflector member is adapted to be mounted to a cross
member of the vehicle frame.

6. The deflector member of claim 1, wherein the deflector
member is constructed from metal.

7. The deflector member of claim 1, wherein the ridge
extends partially from the first wall to the second wall.

8. A vehicle frame, comprising:

a chassis;

a deflector member having a first wall and an opposing
second wall, the first wall mounted to an endplate
mounted to the chassis, the endplate extending down-
wardly from the chassis such that the deflector member,
when mounted to the endplate, extends forward from the
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endplate with respect to the chassis and is beneath a
vehicle bumper, wherein the deflector member extends
distally relative to the vehicle frame and terminates at an
exposed surface of the second wall;

aplurality of sidewalls arranged adjacent to each other and
between the first and second walls; and

wherein the deflector member extends away from a center-
line of the vehicle frame below a crush can mounted on
the endplate.

9. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the deflector

member is mounted to a sub-frame.

10. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the deflector
member is mounted to a rail.

11. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the deflector
member is mounted to a cross member.

12. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein at least one of the
sidewalls includes a ridge extending from the first wall to the
second wall.

13. The vehicle frame of claim 12, wherein the ridge
extends partially from the first wall to the second wall.

14. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the deflector
member has a cross-sectional shape between the first wall and
second wall that is at least three-sided.

15. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the second wall
has a larger surface area than the first wall.

16. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the deflector
member is mounted to a first end of the vehicle frame away
from a centerline of the vehicle frame.

17. The vehicle frame of claim 16, where the deflector
member is mounted a distance away from the centerline of the
vehicle frame, wherein the distance away is substantially
25% of the width of the vehicle frame.

18. The vehicle frame of claim 8, wherein the deflector
member is located at least partially below the first bumper.

19. A vehicle frame, comprising:

a chassis including a sub-frame;

an endplate adapted to mount to the chassis;

a deflector member having a first wall and an opposing
second wall, the first wall being mounted to the sub-
frame, wherein the deflector member extends distally
relative to the vehicle frame and terminates at an
exposed surface of the second wall; and

aplurality of sidewalls arranged adjacent to each other and
between the first and second walls;

wherein the deflector member is adapted to mount to the
endplate, the endplate extending downwardly from the
chassis such that the deflector member, when mounted
to the endplate, extends forward from the endplate with
respect to the chassis and is beneath a vehicle bumper
and further adapted to extend distally from the first wall
to the second wall relative to the vehicle frame, below a
crush can mounted on the endplate, and away from a
centerline of the vehicle frame to absorb energy during
an off-center collision.

20. The vehicle frame of claim 19, wherein at least one of
the sidewalls includes a ridge protruding from the sidewall
and extending partially between the first wall and the second
wall.



